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To Whom It May Concern,
The Coalition for Workplace Safety (CWS) submits this comment on the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration’s (“OSHA”) proposed delay of the effective date of the rule
“Occupational Exposure to Beryllium” (“Beryllium Final Rule”) published January 9, 2017 (82
Fed. Reg. 2470). Specifically, CWS supports delaying the effective date of the Beryllium Final
Rule until May 20, 2017 as proposed.
We note that the proposed rule was the product of a years-long cooperative effort
between industry and labor. There is still work to be done, however, to improve the final rule as
issued by OSHA. In order to continue in the same collaborative manner that has brought the
rulemaking process this far, CWS agrees that additional time is warranted.
CWS members are affected by the rule given the last minute inclusion of the construction
and maritime industries, and by changes in the language of the final rule that significantly
broadened its application from what was originally proposed and included a series of new
provisions not part of the proposed rule. In light of the on-going transition to a new
administration, CWS supports OSHA’s review to allow careful consideration of the legal,
scientific, and policy issues on which OSHA’s decisions are based.
CWS additionally notes that the affected stakeholders in this rule all continue to support
the concept, and importance, of the standard developed through the cooperative effort between
the industry and the USW to provide enhanced protection to employees who may be exposed to
beryllium. CWS supports an extension in the effective date in the interests of improving the
standard.
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